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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1909. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors — 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  Thirty-Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of 
the  Borough  for  the  past  year. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  registered  within  the  City  during  the  year  1909  was  582  (294  male  and  288  female) 
making  a birth-rate  of  the  estimated  population  to  the  middle  of  1909,  viz.,  26,658  of  21‘8  per  1000. 

The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1909  was  25-6. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  was  342  (178  males  and  164  females). 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  240,  99  of  these  deaths  occured  in  public  institutions,  viz.,  43  in  the  Kent  and 
Canterbury  Hospital,  35  in  the  Union  Infirmary,  14  in  the  Borough  Asylum,  3 in  the  Military  Hospital,  2 in  St.  ug- 
Listine’s  Prison,  and  2 in  the  Sanatorium. 

45  deaths  were  under  1 year  of  age. 

16  of  one  year  of  age  and  under  5. 

18  of  5 years  of  age  and  under  15. 

18  of  15  years  of  age  and  under  25. 

131  of  25  years  of  age  and  under  65,  and 

114  of  65  years  of  age  and  upwards,  making  a total  of  342. 

Death  Rate.— The  annual  death-rate  for  the  past  year  was  12  8 per  1000  including  all  the  deaths  in  public  Institu- 
tions, Excluding  34  cases  imported  into  these  institutions  from  outside  the  District  with  their  fatal  diseases  upon  them,  tie 
actual  death-rate  was  11'5.  The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1909  was  14'5. 

Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during’  1909  and  previous  years.  


Year. 

1 
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estimated  to 
middle  of 
each  year. 

2 

Births, 

Total 

Deaths  Registered 
District. 

IN  THE 

Total 
Deaths 
IN  Public 
Institu 

TlO.NS 

IN  THE 

District. 

9 

Deaths  of 
Non- 
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registered 
in  Public 
Institu- 
tions in  the 
District, 

10 

Deaths  of 
Residents 
registered 
in  Public 
Institu- 
tions 

beyond  the 
District. 

11 

Nett  Death  at 
ALL  Ages  belongini. 
TO  THE  District. 

Number 

3 

Rate* 

4 

Under  1 year  of  Age. 

At  all  Ages. 

Number. 

12 

Rate.* 

13 

Number 

5 

Rate  per 
1000 
Births 
Registered 
6 

Number 

7 

Rate* 

8 

1899 

23026 

614 

27.1 

76 

123 

448 

19.4 

30 

418 

18.1 

1900 

23026 

602 

26.1 

68 

113 

428 

18.5 

28 

4()0 

17.3 

1901 

24899 

593 

23.8 

80 

134 

413 

16.5 

34 

381 

15.3 

1902 

24899 

548 

22.8 

59 

107 

378 

15.1 

29 

331 

14.0 

1903 

24899 

621 

24.9 

91 

146 

420 

17.0 

37 

387 

15.5 

1904 

24899 

572 

22.9 

104 

181 

406 

16-3 

21 

385 

15.4 

1905 

24899 

551 

22.1 

68 

81 

382 

15  3 

31 

352 

14.1 

1906 

25990 

622 

23.9 

81 

76 

391 

13.9 

28 

363 

18.9 

1907 

26208 

553 

21.1 

55 

99 

388 

14,8 

42 

346 

13.2 

1908 

26429 

592 

22.4 

69 

86 

439 

15.8 

40 

399 

15.0 

Averages 

/ 

for  years 

24617 

586 

23.5 

75 

114 

409 

15.4 

31 

376 

14.2 

1899-1908. 

1909 

26653 

582 

21.8 

45 

77 

342 

12.8 

99 

34 

308 

11.8 

* Rates  in  column  4 and  8 should  be  calculated  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  gross  population.  In  districts  in 
which  large  public  institutions  seriously  affect  the  statistics,  the  rates  in  Column  13  may  be  calculated  on  a 
nett  population,  obtained  by  deducting  from  the  estimated  gross  population  the  average  number  of  inmates 
not  belonging  to  the  district  in  such  institutions. 

Note. — The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  7 of  this  Table  are  the  whole  of  those  registered  during  the  ye2.r  as  hav- 
ing actually  occurred  within  the  district  or  division.  The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7, 
corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number  in  Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  1 1. 

By  the  term  “ Non-residents”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying 
in  public  institutions  there  ; and  by  the  term  “ Residents  ” is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  distiict  on 
account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

The  “ Public  institutions  ” to  be  taken  into  account  for  the  purpose  of  these  Tables  are  those  into  which  persons  aie 
habitually  received  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmiiy,  such  as  hospitals,  workhouses  and  lunatics  asylums.  A list  of  tie 
Institutions  in  respect  of  the  deaths  in  which  corrections  have  been  made  should  be  given  on  the  back  of  this  Table. 


Area  of  District  in  acres)  Total  population  at  all  ages,  24,899  | Qgnsus 

(exclusive  of  area>  3,955  Number  of  inhabited  houses,  5,460  ^ of  1901. 

covered  by  water.)  ) Average  number  of  persons  per  house  4'4  j 


The  following  table  gives  the  details  of  the 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year,  1909. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “ Residents  ’’ 

WHETHER  OCCURRING  IN  OR  BEYOND  THE  DISTRICT. 

Total  Deaths 
whether  of 
“Residents”  or 
“ Non-Resi- 
dents ” IN  Public 
Institutions  in 
THE  District. 

All 

Ages. 

Jnde.r 
[ year. 

1 and 
under 

5 

5 and 
under 
15 

L5  and 
under 
25 

25  and! 
under 
65 

65  and 
up- 
wards 

Small-pox 

Measles 

8 

1 

7 

... 

1 

... 

Scarlet  fever 

... 

Whooping-cough... 

... 

... 

Diphtheria  (including  Membranous  croup) 

2 

... 

... 

2 

... 

1 

Croup 

... 

.. 

( Typhus  ... 

... 

... 

Fever  | Enteric  ... 

• . . 

. . . 

( Other  continued 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

Epidemic  influenza 

9 

... 

1 

5 

3 

1 

Cholera 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Plague 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Diarrhoea. 

3 

3 

Enteritis. 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Gastritis. 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Puerperal  fever.  ... 

... 

... 

... 

Erysipelas 

1 

... 

Other  Septic  Disease 

1 

. . . 

... 

Phthisis,  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis). 

33 

1 

5 

22 

5 

ii 

Other  tuberculous  diseases  ... 

14 

o 

2 

3 

1 

4 

1 

2 

Cancer,  malignant  disease.  ... 

26 

18 

8 

9 

Bronchitis 

22 

3 

1 

4 

14 

3 

Pneumonia 

18 

4 

2 

2 

1 

7 

2 

1 

Pleurisy 

2 

2 

1 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  organs 
Alcoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  i 

4 

... 

4 

1 

Venereal  diseases 

4 

2 

2 

... 

1 

Premature  birth  ... 

16 

16 

... 

... 

... 

Diseases  and  accidents  of  parturition 

2 

. . . 

1 

1 

... 

Heart  diseases 

36 

1 

*. 

2 

1 

19 

13 

9 

Accidents 

9 

1 

. . . 

3 

5 

4 

Suicides 

3 

1 

2 

Senile  decay 

33 

... 

33 

1 9 

All  other  causes  ... 

93 

10 

3 

6 

6 

38 

30 

! io 

All  causes... 

342 

45 

16 

18 

18 

131 

114 

99 

Measles  caused  8 deaths,  an  increase  of  4 over  last  year. 

Phthisis  caused  33  deaths,  exactly  the  same  as  last  year  and  a decrease  of  4 over  1907. 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  caused  14  deaths,  a decrease  of  2 over  the  last  year. 

Cancer  caused  26  deaths,  a decrease  of  11  over  last  year  and  of  14  over  1907. 

Bronchitis  caused  22  deaths,  a decrease  of  12  over  last  year  and  an  increase  of  2 over  1907. 

Pneumonia  caused  18  deaths,  a decrease  of  3 over  last  year  and  an  increase  of  3 over  1907. 

Pleurisy  caused  2 deaths,  the  same  as  the  last  two  years 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  nil,  against  3 last  year  and  2 the  year  before. 

Alcholism  and  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  caused  4 deaths,  against  none  last  year  and  3 the  year  before 
Genereal  Diseases  4,  as  compared  with  none  last  year  and  2 the  year  before. 

Premature  Births  caused  16  deaths,  against  11  last  year. 

Accidents  caused  9 deaths,  compared  with  20  last  year  and  17  the  year  before. 

Senility  caused  33  deaths,  against  31  last  year,  viz.,  2 between  90  and  100;  19  between  80  and  90 ; and  12 
between  70  and  80  years  of  age. 

Suicide  caused  3 deaths,  as  compared  with  1 last  year  and  2 the  year  before. 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition  caused  2 deaths,  against  3 last  year  and  3 the  year  before. 

Heart  Disease  caused  36  deaths,  compared  with  42  last  year. 

From  all  other  causes  138,  against  94  last  year. 

Widwives’  Act- — I have  made  two  half-yearly  inspections  of  the  midwives  homes,  bags  and  case  books.  1 had  to 
find  fault  with  one  midwife  twice  for  neglecting  to  send  for  a doctor  in  cases  of  infantile  ophthalmia  and  warned  her  the 
second  time  not  to  repeat  the  offence.  There  are  four  new  midwives  registered  with  up-to-date  certificates  and  fully 
trained. 


Infantile  Death  Rate. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  under  1 year  of  age  was  45,  a decrease  of  23  over  last 
year,  of  10  over  1007.  The  annual  infantile  mortality  measured  by  the  number  of  deaths  under  1 year  to  1,000  births  registered 
would  be  73‘8,  as  compared  with  85'7  last  year  and  to  !l8'7  the  year  before.  In  England  and  Wales  the  infantile  mortality 
for  1909  was  109  to  1,000  births  registered.  The  proportion  of  deaths  for  tubercular  disease  under  1 year  of  age  is  steadily 
decreasing  3 this  year ; 7 in  1908;  and  11  in  1907;  16  in  1906;  a decrease  of  4,  8 and  13.  The  subject  of  infantile 
mortality  is  a very  important  one.  The  circulars  sent  out  by  the  Maternity  Charity  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
instructing  mothers  how  to  rear  their  offspring  have  done  great  good  as  shewn  by  the  steady  fall  of  the  infantile  death  rate. 
The  baby  “comforter,”  as  it  is  called,  is  an  abomination  and  should  be  abolished,  as  should  the  feeding  bottle  with  a long  tube 
which  cannot  be  kept  clean.  A very  important  thing  is  to  see  that  the  mothers  get  sufficient  food  before  the  birth  of  their 
children  as  well  as  afterwards.  I have  found  expecting  mothers  in  a short  time  on  starvation  diet  and  how  can  you  expect 
them  to  bring  forth  healthy  offspring  or  to  suckle  that  offspring.  1 always  order  this,  when  1 can  as  Poor  Law'  Afedical 
Officer,  nourishment  both  before  and  after  baby  is  born. 


Infantile  Mortality  during-  the  year  1909. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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. „ ( Certified 

All  Causes.  ^ Uncertified 

11 

3 

3 

2 

19 

3 

... 

3 

1 

2 

3 

2 

4 

1 1 
j 

5 ' 

1 

45 

/' 

Small-pox 

Chicken-pox  ... 

... 

... 

... 

...  i 
...  1 

:::  i 

... 

Common  ' 

Measles 

... 

... 

... 

. , . 

1 

1 

Infectious  / 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

... 

...  1 

... 

Diseases.  i 

Diphtheria  (including  Mem- 

1 

branous  Croup  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

.. 

1 

... 

Whooping  cough 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Diarrhoeal 

Enteritis,  Muco-enteritis, 
Gastra,  enteritis 

1 

1 

J_)lSC£lSCS. 

Gastritis,  Gastra-intestinal 

Catarrh  ... 

• •• 

. • . 

1 

1 

/ Premature  birth 

8 

2 

3 

2 

15 

1 

. . . 

. • ■ 

• . 

16 

Wasting 

Diseases. 

Congenital  defects  ... 

Injury  at  birth 

Want  of  breast-milk  starvation 

1 

. . . 

1 

••• 

1 

2 

[ Atrophy,  debility,  marasmus 
r Tuberculous  meningitis 

2 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

i 

3 

Tuberculous 

\ Tuberculous  peritonitis : tabes 

Diseases. 

j mesenterica 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

1 

... 

... 

2 

3 

Other  tuberculous  diseases  .. 

... 

... 

... 

Erysipelas 
' Syphilis 

1 Rickets 

... 

1 

::: 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

i 

2 

\ Meningitis  {not  tuberculous)  .. 

... 

... 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Causes 

) Convulsions  .. 

Bronchitis 

... 

... 

•• 

1 

1 

... 

1 

i 

3 

1 Laryngitis 
r Pneumonia  ... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

’ i 

’ 1 

1 

”4 

' Suffocation,  overlying 

Other  causes  ... 

... 

... 

. . 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

... 

• •• 

2 

... 

4 

11 

3 

3 

2 

19 

3 

3 

1 

2 

2 

3 

2 

4 

1 

5 

1 45 

Births  in  the  year,  legitimate  561,  illegitimate  21.  Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  ages  342 


Cases  Notified  in  Whole  District. 

Notifiable  Disease. 

At  all 

Under 

1 to  5 

5 to  15 

15  to 

25 

65  and 

Ages. 

]. 

25 

to  65 

upwards. 

Small-pox 

Cholera 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Diptheria  (including  Membranous  croup)  ... 

27 

6 

18 

2 

1 

... 

Erysipelas 

8 

3 

1 

4 

Scarlet  Fever ... 

Typhus  Fever 

38 

9 

24 

3 

2 

Enteric  Fever 

4 

3 

1 

Relapsing  Fever 

Continued  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

Plague 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•• 

Totals 

77 

0 

18 

45 

7 

0 

Infectious  Diseases. — The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  1909  was  77-  The 
lowest  number  recorded  since  the  introduction  of  the  Act.  55  less  than  last  year,  and  59  less  than  in  1908,  viz.,  Scailet 
Fever  38,  Enteric  Fever  4,  Diphtheria  27,  and  Erysipelas  8.  The  number  of  deaths  notified  for  the  seven  principal  zymotic 
diseases  were  13,  viz..  Measles  8,  Diphtheria  2‘  Diarrhoea  3.  The  zymotic  death  rate  for  1909  was  OT  per  1,000.  For 
England  and  Wales  the  zymotic  death  rate  for  1909  was  1T2. 

Sanatorium. — The  number  of  cases  treated  in  the  Sanatorium  was  61,  viz.,  Scarlet  Fever  35  out  of  a total  notified 
of  38,  and  no  death  recorded  from  this  disease.  Diphtheria  22  out  of  a total  of  27  notified,  with  2 deaths  for  this  disease,  both 
deaths  were  due  to  the  cases  not  being  moved  earlier  in  tbe  disease.  Typhoid  and  Enteric  Fever  the  4 cases  notified  wete 
all  treated  in  the  Sanatorium  and  all  recovered.  These  facts  show  the  citizens  realize  the  great  usefulness  of  the  Sanatoriurn 
and  the  great  boon  it  confers  upon  them.  Measles,  this  disease  was  prevalent  during  the  first  6 months  of  the  year  causing  8 
deaths.  The  following  Schools  were  closed  : — St.  Paul’s  Infants’,  St.  George’s,  Payne  Smiths  Infants  . and  St.  Mildred  s 
Infants’.  Printed  phamphlets  will  be  issued  to  the  teachers,  and  to  the  parents  whose  children  are  affected  with  Measles  m 
the  hope  of  preventing  the  closing  of  the  Schools  and  limit  it  to  the  class  affected,  or  to  children  under  the  age  of  five. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act. — The  number  of  Factories,  Workshops,  &c.  in  the  City  is  290,  made  up  as  follows  . 
— F'actories  39,  Worshops  (including  52  Bakehouses,  3 of  them  underground)  205,  and  Work-places  46.  Lists  of  out- 
workers received  half-yearly  (February  and  August)  20,  the  number  of  hands  working  at  home  being  70,  10  in  the  tailoring 
trade,  3 brush  makers,  3 sack  makers,  1 towel  maker,  and  1 upholsterer.  There  were  therefore  367  places  under  inspection 
and  these  have  all  been  visited  by  myself  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  some  of  them,  such  as  bakehouses,  twice  during  t e 
year.  Fifty-two  sanitary  defects  w’ere  dealt  with. 

Scarlet  Fever. — 38  cases  occurred  during  the  year,  19  in  the  Dane  John  Ward,  16  in  the  Northgate  Ward,  and  3 
in  the  Westgate  Ward,  of  these  35  were  treated  at  the  Sanatorium  and  3 at  home.  Six  cases  came  from  one  source  of 
infection,  of  the  cases  3 occurred  at  one  house,  two  each  in  four  houses  and  25  single  cases.  A lad  who  had  had  Scarlet 
Fever  and  been  an  inmate  of  the  Sanatorium  at  Sittingbourne  came  on  a visit  to  Canterbury  and  infected  two  persons. 


Diphtheria. — Twenty-six  cases  were  reported.  Two  occurred  in  one  house,  23  single  cases,  and  one  was  imported 
from  Upper  Hardres.  Two  were  cases  connected  with  the  Barracks,  nine  came  from  the  Dane  John  Ward,  12  from  the 
Northgate  Ward,  and  21  the  Westgate  Ward.  Four  were  treated  at  home,  and  22  removed  to  the  Sanatorium.  The  cases 
were  not  restricted  to  any  particular  neighbourhood,  school  nor  milkman,  8 using  condensed  milk.  Unfortunately  two  were 
fatal  cases,  medical  aid  not  having  been  obtained  till  after  five  days.  It  cannot  be  impressed  too  strongly  upon  parents  the 
necessity  of  calling  in  at  once  the  services  of  a doctor  when  there  is  the  least  suspicion  of  the  case  being  of  a diphtheriatic 
character,  as  early  treatment  and  the  injection  of  anti-toxin  are  invariably  successful. 

Enteric  Fever. — Four  notifications  were  received  and  the  patients  removed  to  the  Sanatorium.  One  case'  was 
due  to  drinking  polluted  water  from  a pump,  one  occurred  during  a case  of  confinement,  another  the  patient  took  the  in- 
fection from  an  aunt  who  came  on  a visit  whilst  suffering  from  the  disease,  and  the  fourth  was  a member  of  a family  suc- 
ceptible  to  typhoid.  The  w.c.  in  the  last  case  was  not  in  a sanitary  condition. 

Erysipelas. — Eight  cases  notified,  8 less  than  last  year,  and  8 less  than  the  year  before,  out  of  the  cases  two  patients 
were  notified  twice.  A case  occurred  at  the  Kent  and  Canterbury  Hospital  and  was  imported  from  Blean,  another  was  that 
of  a baby  two  years  old  and  two  were  of  a facial  character. 

PuGrpural  Fever. — Not  a single  case  notified,  this  makes  the  second  year  in  succession  without  a case  being  re- 
corded and  shows  the  improved  condition  under  which  the  Midwives  work. 

Ptithisis  or  Consumption. — On  January  6th,  1909,  a new  Act  for  the  notification  of  all  cases  of  Consumption 
occurring  in  Poor  Law  Institutions  and  cases  under  the  care  of  the  Poor  Law  Medical  Officer  in  the  Borough,  came  into 
force.  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — 1909.  Twenty-two  cases  were  notified,  out  of  these  4 were  imported  from  outside 
the  district  and  9 out  of  this  number  died  being  in  the  last  stages  of  this  disease  when  they  came  under  observation,  3 cases 
were  cured.  Voluntary  notification  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  should  be  invited  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  and  a reasonable 
fee  paid  for  the  notification  to  be  followed  by  compulsory  notification,  if  the  voluntary  does  not  succeed.  Tuberculosis  is  an 
infectious  disease  caused  by  the  tubercule  bacillus  and  the  disease  can  be  prevented  by  avoiding  infection.  Tuberculosis  is  not 
only  a preventable  disease  but  it  can  also  be  averted  in  its  earlier  stages,  and  indeed  the  vast  majority  of  those  attacked  by  it 
recover.  The  chief  means  for  the  prevention  of  infection  in  Tuberculosis  is  the  prevention  of  indiscrimate  expectoration.  It 
would  be  a good  thing  for  the  Sanitary  authority  to  make  a bye-law  prohibiting  spitting  in  public  carriages,  halls,  waiting  rooms, 
public  parks,  public  footpaths,  or  places  of  public  entertainment  and  the  enforcement  of  such  a bye-law  and  the  exhibition  of 
notices  warning  against  expectoration  would  have  a most  beneficial  influence.  All  cases  notified  are  visited  and  printed  in- 
structions are  given  to  patients,  and  pocket  spit  bottles.  In  case  of  death  disinfection  and  cleaning  of  bedroom  and  sitting 
rooms  are  carried  out,  home  treatment  if  depended  upon  alone  fail  to  prevent  infection  besides  failing  to  cure  the  patient. 
Hence  the  importance  of  sanatorium  treatment,  where  practicable,  under  Section  131  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1875,  the 
Sanatory  Authority  has  power  to  provide  such  treatme.nt  for  patients,  the  wards  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  small  pox 
could  be  utilised  for  the  treatment  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  the  site  is  everything  to  be  desired  and  wooden  shelters 
could  be  erected  in  the  grounds.  In  advanced  cases  of  the  poor  they  can  be  treated  at  the  consumption  ward  at  the  Union 
Infirmary  under  excellent  condition  with  often  great  amelioration  of  the  symptoms  and  with  much  less  likelihood  of  spread- 
ing the  infection. 

Cottagfe  Property. — Eight  Cottages  in  Dean’s  Passage  and  2 at  Church  Lane,  St.  Mildred’s  have  been  closed,  and 
4 cottages  in  Church  Lane,  Northgate,  demolished.  Special  attention  was  paid  to  a row  of  cottages  in  Fortune’s  Passage 
which  were  put  into  a sort  of  repair  but. are  still  unsatisfactory,  also  some  cottages  in  St.  Peter’s  Lane  have  been  repaired 
to  a certain  extent. 

Bakehouses. — All  have  been  twice  inspected  and  with  one  or  two  exceptions  were  found  satisfactory. 

Slaugfhter-houses. — I have  inspected  these  and  found  them  satisfactory.  Two  carcases  of  pigs  were  condemned  as 
unfit  for  food  and  destroyed.  At  the  Barracks  3 hind  quarters  of  foreign  beef  were  condemned  and  destroyed. 

Cowsheds,  Dairies,  and  Milkshops. — All  premises  connected  with  the  distribution  of  milk  in  the  City  have  been 
inspected  by  Mr.  Richardson  and  myseif  and  enquiries  made  as  to  cleanliness,  drainage  and  sanitation.  A veterinary 
surgeon  should  be  appointed  to  examine  quarterly  all  the  cows  supplying  milk  in  the  City  to  see  if  their  udders  are  affected 
with  tuberculosis  and  if  found  to  be  so  the  milk  from  these  cows  should  not  be  allowed  to  be  sold.  The  dairies  outside  the  City 
from  which  a large  supply  of  the  milk  used  in  Canterbury  is  obtained  should  be  inspected  from  time  to  time  by  a veterinary 
inspector  who  should  certify  as  to  the  state  of  the  cowsheds  and  dairies.  Showing  the  importance  of  inspection  and 
examination  of  the  cows  out  of  92  samples  of  milk  taken  by  the  London  County  Council  in  1908  23  per  cent  were  found  to  be 
tuberculous. 

Sale  of  Foods  and  Drugs  Act. — Mr.  Sidney  Harvey,  the  City  Analysis,  has  kindly  forwarded  me  the  report  of  his 
work  during  the  year  1909.  197  analyses  made  in  1909.  Under  the  Foods  and  Drugs  Act  110  samples  as  follow  : Baking 

Powder  5,  Bread  4,  Butter  26,  Coffee  2,  Cream  3,  Egg  Powder  2,  Flour  2,  Lard  9,  Margarine  4,  Milk  43,  Milk  (separated)  2 
Rice  4,  Seidlitz  Powder  1,  Vinegar  (malt)  3.  3 samples  were  adulterated,  viz.,  1 sample  of  Milk  was  deficit  of  fat,  1 sample 

of  separated  Milk  contained  added  water,  and  1 sample  of  Butter  contained  a small  amount  of  water  in  excess.  The 
remaining  107  samples  passed  as  genuine.  FoP  the  Local  Board- — 18  samples  as  follows:  Water  25,  River  Water  (for 
Chlorine  only)  1,  Sewage  Effiuents  20,  Manure  1,  Liquid  Carbolic  1.  Of  the  water,  12  samples  were  from  the  Public 
Supply,  and  were,  as  usual,  very  pure  organically  and  free  from  sewage  percolation.  3 samples  from  private  sources  were 
polluted  more  or  less.  1 sample  was  of  doubtful  purity,  but  on  being  re-examined  some  time  later,  proved  satisfactory  and 
9 samples  (from  private  sources)  passed  as  being  free  from  contamination,  N.B. — Certain  sewage  effiuents  analyses  made 
with  reference  to  a special  investigation  as  to  details  of  management  at  the  Sewage  Farm  and  also  2 other  sewage  effluent 
analyses  made  at  the  instigation  of  another  authority  are  not  included  in  these  returns.  Under  the  FePtilizePS  and 
Feeding”  Stuffs  Act  of  1906. — 21  samples  as  follows  : Fertilizers  20,  Feeding  Stuffs  1.  1 sample  of  Wool  Waste  was  very 

seriously  below  the  guarantee  as  regards  Nitrogen  and  Ammonia, 

Drainage. — Mr.  Turley  has  kindly  informed  me  of  the  Drainage  Works  and  the  new  houses  erected  and  certified 
as  fit  for  habitation. 

The  new  Surface  Water  Drains  and  Foul  Sewers  laid  during  the  same  period  were  as  follows: — 

87  yards  of  9in.  Surface  Water  Drains  at  Clyde  Street. 

53  ,,  9in.  Foul  Sewer  at  Puckle  Lane. 

33  „ 6in.  M ^ 

75  ,,  33in.  x 22in.  Concrete  Egg-shaped  Foul  Sewer  at  St.  John’s  Place  (Relaying.) 

317  „ 12in.  Foul  Sewer  at  Stour  Street  (Relaying.) 

The  Public  Water  Supply  continues  to  be  one  of  the  purest  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

1 wish  to  thank  Dr.  Harold  Wacher  and  Mr.  Richardson  for  the  great  assistance  they  rendered  me  during  my  en- 
forced absence  from  my  duties  in  the  first  three  months  of  the  year. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  congratulate  the  Mayor  and  members  of  the  Council  on  being  able  to  present  such  a favour- 
able report  of  the  lowest  death-rate,  the  lowest  infantile  mortality,  the  lowest  zymotic  death-rate,  and  the  lowest  number  of 
cases  of  infectious  diseases  ever  recorded  in  Canterbury. 

I remain,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  WACHER. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Castledene  Lodge,  Canterbury, 
February  28tb,  1910. 


